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Aon S
ABSTRACT 6 @ Q
. . . X & )
Contemporary Islamic art is emerging as a potent \\%v‘ & S

instrument in West Asia, facilitating nation branding and
cultural diplomacy. Rooted in Islam’s millennia-old heritage,
it empowers and enhances diplomatic interactions. This Received: 12/12/2024
research investigates the policies, capabilities, operational Accepted: 21/01/2025
methods, issues, and challenges that key actors in West Asia
articulate through cultural diplomacy via contemporary
Islamic art. It also examines how this art influences nation
branding and soft power within modern geopolitics.

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, utilizing
three conceptual frameworks based on Joseph Nye's soft
power theory, as developed by Alexander Vuving. The nation
branding concept is adapted from Keith Dinnie’s work and
Simon Anholt's Nation Brand Index (NBI), used as a ranking
tool in the Global Soft Power Index reports to measure a
country's soft power and branding annually.

Findings indicate that Turkey, Iran, the United Arab
Emirates, and Saudi Arabia are pivotal in promoting
contemporary Islamic art in the region. These nations
leverage this art to enhance soft power and nation branding ﬁ/‘:}*
through various perspectives and methods. By developing .,_X‘f;;‘
contemporary Islamic art, they challenge stereotypes and 15 y )

foster a deeper understanding of the diverse Islamic culture. \;;‘“ K ds:
However, critical approaches within contemporary art also eywords.

question Islamic soft power and hard power dynamics. As Soft Power, Cultural
global interconnectivity increases, contemporary Islamic Diplomacy, National
art's role in nation branding is expanding, shaping Branding, West Asia,
perceptions of Islam and enhancing cultural exchange and Contemporary
diplomacy. Islamic Art.

*. The contents of the Journal reflect the thoughts and views of the authors, and the Journal is not

responsible for this. https: //cdrj.icro.ir
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ABSTRACT

Urban _cultural diplomacy, particularly through the a’iﬁ} Gt
mechanisms of Sister City’ Agreements/Partnerships, has — ~%-.

ained increasing prominence as an effective instrument in (»){%’5

fostering international relations, promoting intercultural ﬂ”}

interactions, and strengthening a nation's soft power. This
research aims to provide a conceptual framework for urban
cultural diplomacy, with an emphasis on sister city
relationships, by explormg the theoretical and empirical
dimensions of this concept. Accordingly, the study's theoretical
framework is ?rounded in the analysis of "key theories
including People-to-People Diplomacy, Cultural _ldentity,
Social Capital, Multi-Level Diplomacy, Local Economic
Cooperation, Peacebuilding, Glocalization, and Knowledge
and Innovation Exchange. These theories suggest that urban
diplomacy can not only strengthen cultural ties but also
contribute to_economic development, enhance social capital,
and mitigate international tensions. The research methodology
is based on a library research approach and secondary
analysis of scholarly sources and previous studies in the field
of urban cultural diplomacy. The findings indicate that Sister
City Agreements/Partnerships provide a suitable platform for
enhancing_ scientific, educational, cultural, and economic
collaboration between different communities. An examination
of international experiences, particularly the case studies of
cities such as Paris, New York, Barcelona, and the Chinese I ltural
model of urban dlﬁ)lomacy, demonstrates the significant impact ntercultural
of this type of diplomacy on international politics. The results {,;",?\ Communication,
suggest that Iran, by _Ievera?m% the rich cultural - historical (/:>¥ <> Urban Cultural
Geographical potentials of its cities, can utilize urban  S0G< =

diplomacy as a tool for strengthening international relations w22 Diplomacy, Cultural
and intercultural interactions. However, the formulation of ‘Y}.« Geography, Sister
coherent strategies and meticulous planning are essential for Citv Relationships
the optimal exploitation of these potentials. ty ps.
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ABSTRACT ol (OO0

With the emergence of globalization and the emergence of ‘*‘E’{.\j,ﬁ” ocrcts
new powers, emerging countries have provided
mechanisms to achieve a multilateral order. One of the
strategies pursued by these countries has been to use soft
power to weaken the hegemony of the United States at the Received: 30/12/2024
global and regional levels, China has been trying to Accepted: 04/03/2025
challenge American ideological ideals in various regions
for many years, and the United States, in turn, is trying to
consolidate its position throughout the world; one of the
most important global regions is South Africa, which is the
%at_eway to the African continent. The United States and
hina are trying to strengthen their presence in South
Africa; for_this purpose, they turned to active cultural
diplomacy in this country. Thérefore, the question that we
want to address in this research is how China’s cultural
diplomacy has had a greater impact on South African
society compared to the United States and whether these
effects have positive or negative consequences. The
hyPothesvs. that is considered "in this research. China’s
cultural diplomacy in South Africa, due to its focus on Keywords:
promoting language and culture with the aim of creating
coexistence, has been more successful in attracting United States
attention and creating lasting influence among the p ) L
country’s elite and younger generation than US cultural ,!3}\,1: China, South Africa,
diplomacy, which has been more focused on supportin Qx) &> Cultural Diplomacy,
elites and non-governmental institutions with the aim of S~ .
cultural dominance. The findings of this research are  'G&L Public Diplomacy.
analyzed within the framework of Nai’s soft power and
using a case-based comparative method.

*. The contents of the Journal reflect the thoughts and views of the authors, and the Journal is not

responsible for this. https: //cdrj.icro.ir
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Cultural diplomacy is recognized as a key tool for countries =y '
seeking to expand economic development and increase global
influence. This study examines the impact of cultural diplomacy
on economic development, with a particular focus on the )
Turkish film industry. Turkish films have been able to promote iggg;‘;ﬂi 20i0n12025
Turkish culture, strengthen cultural exchange, and foster ’
international cooperation, thereby increasing business and
investment opportunities. The need for a deeper understanding
of how the synergy between culture and economics works, and
its role in sustainable and balanced development, has led to the
necessity of this research.
This study focuses on concepts such as sustainable economic
development and the role of cultural values in economic
influence. Sustainable economic development refers to a
balance where social, cultural, and economic aspects are
considered simultaneously. The research centers on the Turkish
film industry as a successful example of cultural diplomacy and
its impact on economic growth, aiming to answer the question: Keywords:
How can cultural diplomacy through the film industry impact
economic development? Cultural diplomacy, through the use of A Cultural Diplomacy,
filmmaking, can promote national values and beliefs, and by & ‘;—‘%\) Economic Diplomacy,

building cultural bridges, contribute to strengthening economic o Sustainable
Development, Turky,

diplomacy and sustainable development. The findings of this
cultural-economic strategies. Cultural Exchange.
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ABSTRACT \é{’ﬁ'

The issue of national identity is one of the most important
governance especially in sqcieties composed of various
ethnicities and cultures. The aim of the present research is to
examine the impact of intercultural communication on the
strengthening/weakening of national |dent|'E\{. The theoretical
framéwork ©Of this study is based on Hofstede's cultural ]
dimensions _theory, which helps in understanding cultural Received: 30/09/2024
differences, This research employs a quantitative-survey method Accepted: 04/03/2025
to investigate the relationship  between intercultural
communicafion and national identity among the youth in the
cities of Kabul and Bamyan. To conduct the study, a researcher-
made questionnaire with 53 items was designed, divided into
three sections; intercultural communication, national |dent|t}/,
and ethnic identity. This questionnaire was made available
online to the sampled population. The sample size was
determined to be 384 individuals using Morgan’s table and
ochran’s_ formula. The data were analyzed using SPSS
software, Frequency tests were used to desCribe demographic
information, regression tests were used to determine the

[FRTTEN

relationships between variables, and t-tests_were employed to Keywords:

compare the mean scores of the variables. The findings of the

research indicate that there is a significant and direct Intercultural
relationship between intercultural communication and_ national C icati
identity, meaning that with an increase of one unit in the A ommunication,
intercultural communication score, the national identity score 22, National Identity
increases by 0.437%. Furthermore, a significant and “inverse ‘& ¥ &3 ) . !
I’e|gtl(t)rr115hlde€%_St f(ﬁjé]éit_betv\llleenthmte_rcu ural_f_comtmurgjl(aa_tmr{ "_);C* Ethnic Identity,

and ethnic identity. itionally, there is a significant and direc SR ;
relationship between ethnic identity and national identity. ¥~ Youth, Afghanistan.
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ABSTRACT X7
The novel Ali and Nino is an important work for understanding - @ )
the cultural atmosphere of the South Caucasus between the
two world wars, a representation of the intergenerational
transformation of the Azerbaijanis of this region from the
culture of the East to the West and understanding the
formation of anti-colonial nationalist ideas there. The current Received: 13/09/2024
research, using the PDAM discourse analysis method and Accepted: 04/03/2025
using the teachings of the theory of identity negotiation, to
study the quality of the reflection of the iIntercultural
communication between Muslims and Christians and the
identification of the people living in the geography of the South
Caucasus in the years 1910 to 1920 deals in this novel.
According to the identity negotiation theory, people in
multicultural  societies negotiate the differences and
similarities they perceive between themselves and the society,

ERTTEN

the result of which is the formation of their identity, in this Keywords:
research as well. The multicultural atmosphere of the South . .
Caucasus region has provided a suitable platform for identity Ali and Nino, South
negotiation. The results of this research and the identity and Caucasus,

cultural currents of the South Caucasus region are: The Intercultural
modern current that sees the horizon of progress in the West; L
Eclectic ideas that combine East and West; The trend of 4, Communication,
seeking identity and seeking independence, which provides the ;,g{{'-y“} PDAM Discourse
basis for the new state-nations; The approach of the peaceful ‘6}&({5’ Analysis, Identity,

life of the people of the diverse cultures of the region; The “;{?;:’ Azerbaijan.

resistance of different cultures against each other, which is
mainly based on religious and ethnic values.
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2. Practical Discourse Analysis Method (PDAM)
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