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The Holy Quran and the Factors of Islamic Unity

The Qur’an has looked at the issue of unity from its social point of view and has emphasized the
importance of unity among the worlds, religions, Muslims, and the institution of the family, and considers
the connection between the hearts of believers as a kind of divine intervention, and in order to create and
maintain such unity, it has predicted certain solutions, part of which are to prevent division, and the other
part is to strengthen unity.

Y- Concentrating on the common points: There are certain common points that the Qur’an has
specifically pointed out and has called on Muslims to unite on their basis. Emphasizing that humans are
all created from dust (Al-Hajj: ©) or born from one parent (Al-Hujurat: ' Y). The fact that human dignity
belongs to all humans - and color and race do not affect it - (Isra’:V +) is to draw attention to these common
points with regard to unity. The invitation to the followers of divine religions and People of the Book to
come to common points of belief (Aal-e Imran: 1¢) has also been done for this reason.

Y- Holding fast to Allah’s cord: In its most explicit verse, in the call for unity, the Holy Qur’an has called
on all the believers to grasp the divine cord and avoid division: “And hold fast to the rope of God and do
not be divide” (Aal-e Imran: ) +Y) and also in Verses ' £71 and V@ of Suraj Al-Nisa’ and verse )+ ) of
Surah Aal-e Imran it talks about resorting to God. Furthermore. the Holy Qur’an has asked believers to
turn to God in their conflicts and differences. In the words of the Qur’an: “And if you dispute concerning
anything, refer it to Allah...” (Al-Nisa’: @) Therefore, in addition to being the axis of unity, the Qur’an
can, in case of the eruption of differences, restore unity in the Ummah. Such a role for the Qur’an is due
to the fact that, in addition to calling on everyone to unity and warning them against division, it outlines
a coherent and harmonious ideological, moral, and practical system that anyone who refers to it, will
subconsciously connect with millions of the follower of the Qur’an.

Y- Referring to the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH): In addition to the fact that the Qur’an recognizes the
very being of the Prophet (PBUH) as a key for the unity and solidarity among Muslims (Aal-e
Imran:)©?), it considers referring to the Prophet’s Sunnah to be a way for creating and preserving it:
“And if you dispute concerning anything, refer it to Allah and His Messenger...” (Ibid.) The Sunnah of
the Holy Prophet, explaining the teachings of the Qur’an can remove the ambiguities, mistakes, and
misunderstandings, which may be the cause of dispersion.

¢- Referring to the Ahl al-Bayt (AS): The Qur’an mentions the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) as “those
vested with authority” and considers obedience to them as obedience to God Almighty and the Messenger
also considers their words to be the means of understanding: “O you who have faith! Obey Allah and
obey the Apostle and those vested with authority among you.” (Ibid.) And it is for this reason that it

asked Muslims to refer to them in cases of differences among them or their understanding of religion:



“had they referred it to the Prophet or to those vested with authority among MJ
them, those of them who investigate would have ascertained it” (Al-Nisa’:

AY) dwuﬂ’u:;‘,uw;d/d()/f

°- Enjoining the good and forbidding the evil: After calling on the Muslims to hold fast to the divine

cord and avoid division, the Holy Qur’an asks them to rise up to enjoin the good and forbid the evil:
“There has to be a nation among you summoning to the good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding
what is wrong.” (Aal-e Imran: )+ £) And immediately warns them not to disperse like the followers of
the previous religions who suffered from many mistakes in their religion: “Do not be like those who
became divided and differed after manifest signs had come to them.” (Ibid.,: Y+©) This shows that
enjoining good and forbidding evil plays a special role in establishing unity and preventing division.
Accepting such an effective role for these two divine decrees is the reason that fragmentation among the
followers of religion is either a result of a mistake in understanding religious teachings or it originates
from selfishness on the part of individuals and groups. Enjoining the good and forbidding the evil in the
form of social supervision can prevent the approach to and spreading such deviations.

1- Respecting the rights of brotherhood: The Holy Qur’an considers believers as one another’s souls and
asks them not to find fault with each other: “And do not defame one another (Al-Hujurat: YV); avoid
suspicion, spying on each other, unjust slanders, and backbiting (See Al-Hujurat 'Y and Al-Nur: YY) and
refers to backbiting as eating the flesh of one’s brother: (Al-Hujurat: YY). And due to the alignment of
such a bond with God’s will, it has asked the believers to thread on the path of truth, avoiding which
would be tantamount to opposing the Prophet (PBUH) (Al-Nisa’: Y)¢). The Holy Qur’an asks the
believers that - like those in heaven - to remove grudges from their hearts (Al-Hijr: ¢V), and to be
compassionate to each other in their souls, and ask God to forgive their religious brothers before
themselves: “Our Lord, forgive us and our brethren who were our forerunners in the faith, and do not put
any rancor in our hearts toward the faithful.” (Al-Hashr: Y +)

Y- Reconciliation: Despite the existence of elements of unity, such as the unity of faith, differences, and
disputes among religious brothers are natural to a certain extent and part of social life. In order to deal
with such differences and to perpetuate the former unity of the believers, the Holy Qur’an has asked
them to promote reconciliation among religious brothers and to resolve disputes (Al-Hujurat: 9).

A- Worship programs: Acts of worship have been defined in Islam in such a way that they, very naturally,
promote practical convergence and unity among individuals and in the community.

A) Supplication: In addition to calling believers to supplicate to God (Al-Ghafir: 1+), the Holy Qur’an
contains the highest themes of prayer, and an examination of the themes of these prayers shows that most
of them are presented in the plural form. For instance, verses Y1) to Y4¢ of Surah Aal-e Imran
recommend praying for forty believers before praying for oneself and this indicates that Islam places
great emphasis on the soul of unity among the Ummabh.

B) Congregational prayer: Emphasis on attending mosques and participating in congregational prayer:
“and bow along with those who bow (in prayer)” (Al-Baqarah: ¢Y) as well as the promises for many

rewards for performing - it many hadiths - are among the Islamic factors to create convergence.



C) Hajj: The Qur'an has considered one of the wisdoms of Hajj to be jointmj
benefits on the part of Muslims: “that they may witness the benefits for
/e

them...” (Al-Hajj: YA). It is quite evident that one of the most important J,JU‘JI%_‘;U tﬁl 267 U‘/J/;‘
benefits intended in this verse is the strengthening of the bond of brotherhood and unity among believers
and reflecting upon the strength caused by unity. The impermissibility of quarrels and disputes in Hajj
(Al-Baqgarah:1V), wearing simple clothes of the same color during ihram, and performing the rituals of

Hajj together and next to each other, pursue this important goal.
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Unity of Islam: How it Can Be Promoted

Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, one of the first concerns of the Late
Imam Khomeini(RA) came to be the unity of the Muslim Ummah; irrespective of the school of
thought followed by them.

Time and again and on many occasions Imam Khomeini emphasized that the Muslim Ummah
would be able to regain its past glory only through unity and that is what the enemies of Islam
do not want. He also declared a unity week in the world of Islam () Yth to }Vth Rabi’ al-Awwal)
the two dates on which it is believed the beloved Prophet of Islam was born according to Sunnis
and Shias respectively.

Sometimes we hear that the Prophet (PBUH) has said that my Ummah will be divided into
different groups and only one of these groups is on the right path and/or attains salvation. Many
Muslim scholars — both Sunni and Shia — have seriously doubted the authenticity of this
narration. Moreover, no mention has been made of the criteria that would identify the said group.
The fact of the matter is that being a live and vibrant religion, the emergence of different schools
of thought reflects upon the evolution of Islamic wisdom. This is because the world is constantly
changing and Muslim communities face new and at times complicated issues that should be
dealt with in a way that would ensure their interests within the context of Islamic principles; the
principles that shall remain unchanged forever and in which all Muslims believe.

As 1s obvious from its very meaning, Islam is the religion of peace; the religion of tolerance,
the religion of peaceful coexistence, the religion of forbearance, the religion of logic, and the
religion of dialogue (as the Holy Quran says in the best possible way). Therefore, a religion,
which by its very nature is peace, cannot approve of violence in its invitation.

The history of Islam bears witness that, unfortunately, some hardline groups have at times tried
to impose their own code of conduct on other groups and tried to excommunicate them resulting
in unnecessary bloodshed among innocent Muslims. And again history bears witness that such
radical moves have no fruitful results whatsoever.

The fact of the matter is that the true Islamic scholars who are truly concerned about the destiny
of the Muslim Ummah have not only disapproved of such extremist moves but have instead
supported proximity (taqrib) and unity among the various Islamic schools of thought. In the
Y 4£ s a number of prominent Muslim scholars and personalities laid the foundation of the idea
of proximity or taqrib and repeatedly emphasized its increasing necessity and the factors that
can make unity among different Islamic schools of thought possible.

These factors include:



a) Believing in the principles of Islam such as Tawhid, MJ
prophethood of the Noble Prophet of Islam (PBUH), the Day of

4. A
Judgment, and the teachings of the Glorious Quran. JAU‘)}M._‘;U G A G2y
b)  Adherence to the obligatory Islamic commandments like Salat, Fasting, Hajj, Zakat, etc.

C) Complete adherence to the Book of Allah and the tradition of our beloved prophet
(PBUH) as the two fundamental sources of the Islamic faith with respect to the Islamic way of
life, their individual and social behavior, and with regard to shari’ah.

d)  Ijtihad is a practice approved by Islam as a means of overcoming the challenges of life
faced by Muslim communities. And there is no doubt that time and space are two decisive
factors.

e) Islamic Unity, without which the Muslim Ummah would not be in a position to evolve its
identity. Islam has a comprehensive plan for the materialization of Islamic Unity. By
emphasizing “holding steadfastly all together to Allah’s Cord and not be divided”. Quran
repeatedly warns Muslims against the temptations made by Satan. Temptations can activate the
five human traits of Anger, Jealousy, Pride, Greed, and Lust.

f) Quran refers to all Muslims as brothers and this is one of the most important factors that

can result in fostering unity in the Muslim Ummabh.

The Principles and Values adherence to which can Promote Unity in the Muslim Ummah
V)  Cooperation on things agreed upon;

Y)  Accepting differences on certain issues without trying to make uncalled-for false
accusations;

¥)  Avoiding the temptation of trying to excommunicate or takfir other;

£)  Avoiding the temptation of accusing others of bid ah;

©)  Avoiding criticizing other’s views without listening to them with an open mind and
logically;

1) Observing utter respect for others in discussions and dialogues;

Y)  Abstaining from insulting others and their beliefs; and

A)  Respecting the freedom of choice with regards to schools of thought;

The Role of Scholars, Thinkers, and Intellectuals in Promoting Proximity and Unity in the
Muslim Ummah

There is no doubt that Muslim scholars, thinkers, and intellectuals can play a significant role in
fostering unity and proximity among different Muslim groups in the following ways:

V)  Emphasizing the main pillars of Islam and Islamic values that can promote unity;

Y)  Coordinated efforts for fostering the culture of unity among the Muslim masses;

¥)  Cooperation in:

a) Recognizing and understanding and thwarting the conspiracies that aim at creating rift
and disunity among Muslims;

b)  Establishing Proximity Groups in which views can be shared and discussed;



C) Encouraging the Muslim masses in treating the followers oflmj
various Islamic schools of thought with respect and honor;
.

d) Using their influence for preventing the resources of the JJU‘JIU:_‘;I/ tﬁl; s /' U‘/)./J‘
Muslim Ummabh in unnecessary conflicts and making every possible effort for diverting such

resources to projects that can benefit the world of Islam in general and its youth in particular.
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The Islamic Unity Week

Y Yth of Rabi al-Awwal marks the start of the Islamic Unity Week (1Y to Y Rabi al-Awwal)
initiated in Y 4Y4 by the founder of Iran’s Islamic Revolution, the late Imam Khomeini (RA),
following the victory of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, in order to promote unity among
Muslims and bring Muslims of all denominations on a common platform on this auspicious
occasion.

The birth anniversary of God Almighty’s Last and Greatest Messenger, Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), 1s an occasion of joy. It is an event to celebrate in order to promote the dynamism of
fraternity and brotherhood transcending the superficial divisions of ethnicity, lineage, social
status, language, skin color, geography, and nationality, by focusing on the immaculate
personality of the Prophet of Peace, who bequeathed to humanity practical precedents that
ensure harmony and development; if followed diligently.

He was born in the monotheistic Hashemite clan that adhered to the path of his illustrious
ancestor Prophet Ibrahim the Iconoclast and was entrusted with the universal mission of Islam
to unite people.

Foretold by all Prophets of the past, he excellently accomplished his mission, and during the YV
years that he discharged his duties, he transformed fratricidal tribes into the fraternal Ummah
that soon became the torchbearer of science and civilization.

Unlike the numerous sects and castes that Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, and other creeds are
divided into watertight compartments, Muslims, whatever their jurisprudential affiliations,
follow the same fundamental tenets of Islam.

For instance, they believe in the One and Only God as the Creator of the universe, face the same
focal point (the Holy Ka’ba in Mecca) for the daily ritual prayers; recite the same single Qur’an
as the Revealed Word of God (as opposed to the different versions of the Christian Gospels);
fast in the blessed month of Ramadhan; perform Hajj in the same days of Zilhijjah; and
unanimously regard Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as the Seal of all Divine Messengers.

So, where are the points of difference about which the enemies of Islam brag about, in order to
sow seeds of discord amongst Muslims?

Only the devilish elements who masquerade as Muslims, but whose hearts are devoid of faith,
bite the Zionist-Imperialist bait and turn into Takfiris to terrorize and slaughter innocent
Muslims.

Now we understand why these deviated elements consider the celebration of the birthday of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as “bid’ah” or innovation because they are fearful that Islamic

unity will sound the death knell for their creators in the West.



Thus, in view of these facts, the existing difference of opinion aboutM]
the birthdate of the Prophet is not a matter of fundamental

dissimilarity. It could be a scribal error in those days when U",&/ fuﬂ_,,‘; w;u’ / UV),/:’

paper was not yet available and the Arabic numerals had not yet been standardized.

Another explanation in this regard is the chain of authorities of transmitters of hadith. For
example, based on certain narrations by the Sahaba of the Prophet believe that he was born on
the YYth of Rabi al-Awwal, while the Shi’ites, for their part, by referring to the narrations
received from the Ahl al-Bayt, consider the ) Vth of the same month as the auspicious day the
“Mercy unto the creation” was born.

The Holy Qur’an says:

“Hold fast, all together, to Allah’s cord and do not be divided; and remember Allah’s blessing
upon you when you were enemies, then He brought your hearts together, so you became brothers
with His blessing.”

The need for Muslims to keep united is clearly underscored in this verse. Not only has the
Islamic Unity Week ensured that all Muslims come together to celebrate the birth of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) over the period of a whole week together, but it has also provided a shield
against those who seek to exploit their own interests by dividing and segregating Muslims into
different sects. Sunni and Shia Muslims have resisted such efforts by coming together in these
celebrations.

Keeping this in view there is no doubt that there ought not to be any dispute amongst Muslims
regarding the Prophet of Peace and his universal message.

As Muslims of various denominations join together these days to celebrate the birthday of God’s
Greatest Creation — no matter if the heretical Takfiris seethe in anger and threaten to kill Shi’a
Muslims — we indeed feel indebted to the foresight of the Father of the Islamic Revolution for
taking the commendable step ¢Y years ago and declaring Islamic Unity Week to span these two
dates of Rabi al-Awwal, so that the plots of the enemies of Islam, especially the Americans and

the Zionists, and their agents — and terrorist groups — could be nipped in the bud.

According to the holy Prophet (PBUH), a true Muslim is the one from whose tongue and hands
others are safe. A true Muslim should not oppress anyone, since oppression is a grave and
unforgivable sin. Trampling the rights of others disrupts the psychological health of persons and
IS the most important factor for discord and separation. The Seal of Prophets made it clear that
Muslims should regard themselves as brethren of the same community, and anyone who is not
concerned about the affairs of fellow Muslims is not a true Muslim. It means, a Muslim should
not betray another Muslim, let alone slander or kill him. As per the practice and behavior of

Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), a Muslim ought to be the mirror of his Muslim brother.
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