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SYMPOSIUM .. ===

° international Studies
Invitation

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI

FROM 8:30 AM - 5:00P.M
UNIVERSITY TOWERS ROOM MLT 403

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE:
THEME: RESPECT FOR SACRED FIGURES, SCRIPTURES, AND
PLACES
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Opening Remarks

Prof. Karori Mbugua,
Chairman of the Department of Philosophy & Religious Studies, University of
Nairobi
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MohammedReza Khatibi Vala

Cultural Counselor, Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Nairobi-Kenya
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IN the name of the Lord of both wisdom and mind,
To nothing sublimer can thought be applied,
The Lord of whatever is named or assigned A place,
the Sustainer of all and the Guide

Dear audience, ladies and gentlemen

Peace be upon you and may God have mercy on you

First of all, | would like to express my happiness to be in the presence of the great
teachers of religions, and wish success for this symposium. | would also like to express
my heartfelt thanks to the understanding and culture-friendly government and nation
of Kenya, especially the honorable head of the Department of Philosophy and
Religious Studies of the University of Nairobi, the honorable scholars of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the distinguished guests, the distinguished scholars and the
representatives of various institutions, who today to strengthen interfaith dialogue in
The world is trying to express.

| am standing in front of you with great pleasure as we have gathered here for this
ceremony. First and foremost, | would like to express my gratitude to the Department
of Philosophy and Religious Studies at the University of Nairobi and the International
Institute of Islamic Studies from the city of Qom in the Islamic Republic of Iran for
organizing this remarkable event. Our collaborative efforts have resulted in a
platform where individuals from diverse backgrounds can come together to engage
in meaningful discussions and foster mutual understanding.

It is with great joy that we acknowledge the longstanding partnership between the
Cultural Council of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Nairobi, and the
University of Nairobi. For over two decades, these two institutions have laid a strong
foundation for collaboration, opening doors for other Kenyan institutions to engage
with their counterparts from the Islamic Republic of Iran. This collaboration has
undoubtedly enriched our academic and cultural landscapes, providing valuable
opportunities for knowledge exchange and intercultural dialogue.

Today, as we commence this symposium, we extend a warm welcome to all our
distinguished guests who have graced this occasion with their presence. Your
participation signifies a shared commitment to promoting peace, understanding, and
respect among different religious and cultural communities. By coming together in this
space, we create an environment that encourages open dialogue and fosters a deeper
appreciation for our shared values and beliefs.

The chosen theme, "Respect for Sacred Figures, Scriptures, and Places," holds profound
significance in our world today. In an era marked by globalization and
interconnectedness, it is essential that we recognize and respect the sacredness
attributed to figures, scriptures, and places by various religious traditions. Such respect
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allows us to build bridges of empathy and compassion, transcending the boundaries
that often divide us.

During this symposium, we have the unique opportunity to engage in constructive
conversations that transcend religious, cultural, and geographical differences. Through
our discussions and shared insights, we hope to gain a deeper understanding of the
perspectives and teachings that shape our respective traditions. By cultivating an
environment of respect and genuine curiosity, we can foster an atmosphere that
encourages learning, growth, and the promotion of harmonious coexistence.

Let us approach this symposium with open minds, receptive hearts, and a willingness
to listen to one another. Together, we can strive for a future where the respect for
sacred figures, scriptures, and places becomes a universal principle that guides our
interactions. It is my sincere hope that this symposium will serve as a catalyst for
building lasting connections, strengthening mutual respect, and deepening our
understanding of one another.

In conclusion, | would like to express my appreciation and thanks to all the dear ones
who provided the ground for holding this symposium, and | hope that the results of
these discussions will soon be more noticeable in the world arena and will have a
contribution, however small, in building a more beautiful future for humanity. .

Once again, | extend my warmest welcome to each one of you. May this symposium
be a source of inspiration, enlightenment, and transformative dialogue.

Thank you, and | wish you all a fruitful and enriching symposium.

May God Bless you all
Translation of the Mr. Khatibi’s speech was read by Athman Farsi.
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Prof. Jack Odhiambo
Dean Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, University of Nairobi
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Prof. Emeritus Jesse .W. Mugambi
Retired Professor in the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies,
University of Nairobi.
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Prof. Emeritus Jesse Mugambi donating his newly unveiled book to Mr. Khatibi

Prof. Karori Mbugua receiving a copy of a book authored by Prof. Emeritus Jesse Mugambi
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Presentations

Dr. Abdulkadir Hashim
A Senior lecturer in Sharia & Islamic studies in the Department of Philosophy &
Religious studies at the University of Nairobi and an Advocate of the High of
Kenya
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Prof. Peter Mumo
Lecturer University of Nairobi
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Dr. Seyyed Mohaddes

Vice President at the International Institute for Islamic Studies (llIS)
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Dr Hassan Kinyua

Senior Lecturer at Department of Philosophy and religious studies University of
Nairobi
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Dr. Mohammad Ali Shomali
President of the International Institute of Islamic Studies, Qom, IRI.
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Dr. Shomali donating a newly published book in London, “Islamic Philosophy”.
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